TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW
and it happens that Magnolia's other neighbour was
a truculent arriviste republic called Malevolenz. When
Magnolia split into four Malevolenz adopted a bullying
attitude, made impossible demands, and delivered
ultimatums of the most alarming kind to the four
new states, in which for some time there was con-
siderable trepidation. But fortunately Malevolenz
also had neighbours: the great empires of Gargaphie
and Drax: and in obedience to the new political
movement of Benevolent Dissociation (as it was
called), Gargaphie and Drax had recently split up
into a dozen small principalities, all of which bought
much of their household coal from Malevolenz.
The four states of Magnolia took their troubles to
Geneva and found ready sympathy from the repre-
sentatives of the Gargaphie-Drax principalities; being
themselves representatives of small states they were
naturally sympathetic with the difficulties of other
small states. As a result of their conference all the Gar-
gaphie-Drax governments sent simultaneous notices to
Malevolenz, stating that unless the ultimatums were
immediately withdrawn, they, the independent peoples
of the kte empires of Gargaphie and Drax, would
cease to buy coal from Malevolenz and would burn
Irish peat instead. On receipt of this information
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